
Dear Unknown Friend, 

Continued on other side… 

Are you aware of the rich, abundant life that NOW 
IS!?  Do you know the magic that never ends?   

One way to facilitate a clearer recognition of this 
life— this magic, eternal life! —is by meditating on 
the 22 Major Arcana of the Tarot. Such meditations 
may be as elaborate and sophisticated as the 22 
Letters which make up this extraordinary text in its 
entirety:  Meditations on the Tarot: A Journey into 
Christian Hermeticism  (Tarcher - Penguin 2002). 
Alternatively, they may be as short, simple, and 
sweet as the brief excerpts included below. 

 

 

For example, in these Meditations we learn that the magic of The Magician lives on— eternally 
—in those who are willing to take upon themselves the easy yoke of the Master: 

“Learn at first concentration without effort; transform work into 
play; make every yoke that you have accepted easy and every 
burden that you carry light!” (8). 

To learn “concentration without effort”— and, then, “activity without 
effort”, as well —let us meditate, further, upon The Magician.  To bring 
our will into harmony with God’s will, let us meditate upon The Empress: 

"Sacred magic is the power of love, born of the union in love of 
divine will and human will . . . Love is active wherever it exists. It 
is everyone's vocation; it is no one's prerogative" (57, 58). 

To awaken to Reality or True Nature, let us meditate upon The Lover:  

“To feel something as real in the measure of its full reality is to love.   Love awakens us 
to the reality of ourselves, others, the world, and to God” (126). 
 

 

And to avoid dangerous temptations as we return 

to this Edenic layer of our souls, let us meditate 

upon The Chariot and thereby emerge triumphant: 

“The "triumpher" . . .  has triumphed over sickness 

or imbalance— spiritual, psychic and physical —

which means to say that he is at the same time 

"righteous", or the one who has triumphed over 

the four temptations by remaining faithful to the 

three sacred vows as well as to their root and 

synthesis: humility (169).  
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Faithfulness is just one of the many virtues that  are 

cultivated through these meditations—and all of 

them tend to coalesce in The Hermit who: 

“possesses the gift of letting light shine in the darkness 

—this is his ‘lamp’; he has the faculty of separating 

himself from the collective moods, prejudices and 

desires of race, nation, class and family…—this is his 

‘mantle’; at the same time he possesses a sense of 

realism . . . he stands in the domain of reality not on two 

feet, but rather on three [advancing] through 

immediate experience [with] his ‘staff’ “ (200-201).  

 

 

The wisdom of The Hermit lies in his ability to distinguish the light of The Moon (our merely 

human intellect) from the light of The Sun.  The latter is the union of our human intellect with 

a higher, spontaneous Wisdom resulting in a transcendental intuition: 

"The Sun with which we are occupied is an Arcanum of children bathing 

in the light…  it is not a matter of finding occult things, but rather of 

seeing ordinary and simple things in the light of day of the sun—and 

with the look of a child. The nineteenth Arcanum of the Tarot . . .  is that 

of revelatory naivety in the act of knowledge . . . i.e. it is the vision of 

things such as they are under the eternally new day of the sun” (552). 

To realize such childlike vision, one would also do well to meditate on 

The Hanged Man who, in a manner of speaking, dies before he dies: 

“The Hanged Man represents the condition of one in the life of whom 

gravitation from above has replaced that from below. . . This is at one and the same time a 

benefaction and a martyrdom; both are very real” (307).                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                         

Being put to death in this way, we are also raised 

in newness of life, realizing that: 

"The world is a work of art.  It is animated by creative 

joy. The wisdom that it reveals is joyous wisdom— 

that of creative-artistic élan... Happy is he who seeks 

wisdom in the first place, for he will find that wisdom 

is joyous!  Unhappy is the one who seeks the joy of 

joyous wisdom in the first place, for he will fall prey to 

illusions!  Seek first the creative wisdom of the world 

— and the joy of creativity will be given to you in 

addition” (644). 


